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CASSA Project Updates

South Asian Social Justice Network Project - Alberta

Capacity Building Session Highlights – Alberta & Quebec Networks
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We successfully launched our first Capacity Building session for the Alberta and Quebec networks

as part of CASSA’s National Expansion Project. The session brought together nearly 21

participants from both provinces, creating a strong and collaborative space for dialogue, learning,

and shared strategy-building.

The workshop focused on identifying key systemic challenges impacting South Asian

communities. Participants shared frontline experiences, practical strategies, and explored

opportunities for cross-provincial collaboration.

Both the Quebec and Alberta leads facilitated a highly engaging session that yielded meaningful

insights and clear next steps to strengthen regional partnerships. The strong turnout reflects our

network members' growing commitment to collective advocacy and community-driven solutions.

Alberta Network Engagement & Advocacy
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Members of the Alberta network met with Muhammad Yaseen, Minister of Immigration and

Multiculturalism, to discuss CASSA’s work and future expansion in the province. During the

meeting, he expressed strong support for CASSA’s National Expansion Project and encouraged

establishing a new branch in Alberta.

He emphasized the important role advocacy organizations play in addressing the needs of diverse

communities and strengthening support systems across the province. This meeting marks a

positive step forward in expanding CASSA’s presence and impact in Alberta.
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South Asian Social Justice Network Project - Quebec

Following our first convening of 2026 on Wednesday, February 25th—where we mapped out the

critical barriers and material realities facing our communities—we are pleased to announce the

integration of four vital partner organizations into our network: Teesri Duniya Theatre, Amal Centre

for Women, The Refugee Centre, and Brique par Brique.

These partnerships represent a deliberate effort to move beyond siloed advocacy. By bridging

cultural production, frontline feminist crisis support, refugee advocacy, and radical housing justice,

we are establishing a multidisciplinary framework for community care in the province.

Our upcoming SASJN-Quebec Forum this June in Montreal will serve as a primary site for this

cross-sectoral work. We are moving toward a model of social justice that is grounded in the

politics of representation and the urgent need for community care frameworks. We look forward to

further defining this collective mandate with our partners and the broader community.

Advancing Justice for South Asian Communities in B.C

We’re excited to share that the South Asian Social Justice Network (SASJN) in BC is moving

forward with renewed focus and strengthened provincial engagement.

We are strengthening our provincial presence and preparing for a year focused on meaningful
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outreach, partnership-building, and community-driven advocacy. A new BC Lead will be joining the

Network and and will connect with members, partners, and community leaders across the

province in the coming days.

If you are a community member or organization in BC and would like to connect, collaborate, or

share emerging priorities, we would love to hear from you. Please email our Director of

Development at Ridah@cassa.ca to receive more information on how you can join the network. 

Taking the Honour Out of 'Honour-Based Violence' Project

CASSA, United Way Greater Toronto’s South Asian Community Advisory Council (UWGT’s

SACAC), and the Women’s Mosque of Canada have successfully concluded our three-

year project, Taking the Honour Out of ‘Honour-Based Violence’. Funded by the Leading Social

Justice Collective (LSJC) in partnership with the University of Toronto’s School of Cities and

UWGT, the project explored how honour-based violence (HBV) affects South Asian communities

in Canada, shaped by cultural, gender, migration, and structural factors.

Our research centred survivors, LGBTQ2+ individuals, service providers, and subject-matter

experts across the GTA. We completed a comprehensive literature review offering historical and

cultural context, prevalence and incidence rates, existing laws, and initiatives. Original data

collection captured lived experiences and perspectives, informing both a full report and abridged

summary. Insights from this work shaped our train-the-trainer sessions

To access the reports, please visit: https://www.cassa.ca/taking-the-honour-out-of-honour-based-

violence/ 

If you are interested in us providing a tailored training session for your organization, please

contact HBV@womensmoque.ca  
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Sexual & Reproductive Health for South Asian Newcomer Women

CASSA is leading a three-year community-based research project titled Breaking Barriers:

Improving Access to Sexual and Reproductive Health Services for South Asian Newcomer

Women. This project is funded by United Way Greater Toronto and supported by partner

organizations including Punjabi Community Health Services, South Asian Women’s Collective,

and Laadliyan.

This research focuses on the experiences of South Asian newcomer women—particularly

immigrants and refugees who have arrived in Canada within the past five years—and the

challenges they face when accessing sexual and reproductive health services. The project will

generate evidence to inform the development and advocacy of more culturally safe, trauma-

informed, and equitable healthcare services. Specifically, this will include producing a public-

facing report, launching a social media campaign, and delivering training sessions for service

providers on anti-oppressive and culturally safe care practices.

Participants can contribute through our community survey (https://forms.gle/Lrh5rr2hkp16B1dK7),

community focus group (https://forms.gle/wubfKdJa6FAuLge86), and subject matter expert

consultation. For more information, please review our flyers.
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Digital Story-Telling Campaign

CASSA is looking to connect with Black-led and Indigenous-led organizations to partner on a

"Digital Storytelling Campaign" project funded by the Canadian Race Relations Foundation to

uplift stories from Black and Indigenous communities through short videos, podcasts, and digital

graphics.

This work will be community-led, co-designed, and partners will be recognized as co-creators.

Honorariarum included

If your organization is interested, please email ridah@cassa.ca and/or samaha@cassa.ca
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Opportunities
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In the News

Internal reports shed light on lewd comments and behaviour at Canada's border
agency
A series of reports into cases of sexual harassment raise questions about the workplace culture at

the Canada Border Services Agency, where internal investigations found inappropriate comments

were tolerated and filing official complaints was discouraged.

Estimated 12 Palestinian students accepted to U of T face difficulties securing a
study visa
There are currently over 130 graduate students who have received offers of admission to

Canadian universities, but cannot complete the biometrics assessment required for a Canadian

study visa. The Palestinian Students and Scholars at Risk (PSSAR) network is a nonprofit

organization that has helped Palestinian students facing barriers to higher education following the

destruction of Gaza’s universities. It helps connect Palestinian students with institutions abroad by

forming a direct line of communication between professors and students from Palestine who

share similar research interests.

How Toronto hopes to revolutionize its school food program
Toronto Mayor Olivia Chow is a step closer to realizing one of her top priorities, after the city won

an international innovation challenge that will help it create a community food hub pilot project. In

the document laying out the mayor’s 2026 budget, the first initiative mentioned is the city’s school

food program, touting an expansion of a free morning meal from 73 to 228 schools. The ultimate

goal is to achieve a universal lunch program by 2030.
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International youth workers may lose Alberta health care coverage
As of Jan 7, Alberta Health coverage was not available for young international workers on

International Experience Canada (IEC) Type 58 work permits. The IEC is a youth mobility program

through Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC). It allows people aged 18 to 35

from countries with an IEC agreement to work in Canada for up to two years.

Immigration could soon account for all of Canada's population growth
With Canada's population growth now essentially flat, the country could be heading toward an

unprecedented situation where population growth is driven entirely by immigration, one expert

says.

Canadian man stuck in ICE detention centre for 4 months, awaiting deportation
hearing
The family of a Canadian man detained by Immigration and Customs Enforcement is pushing for

his release from a Texas detention centre. Curtis Wright, 39, was born in Edmonton, but has lived

in the United States for almost 30 years, where his parents, fiancée and three children also

reside.

She was recruited by Quebec. Now she may not be able to stay under new
immigration rules
Florence Bollet Michel's score has sat unchanged for months in the database of people looking to

settle permanently in Quebec — and it's about to take a dip. Bollet Michel is one of thousands of

applicants to the province's new economic immigration pathway, the Skilled Worker Selection

Program, or PSTQ, which ranks people on a points-based system that works off evolving

government priorities.
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