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Create their Identities 
SANSAR 12th Annual Burgundy: The Young Investigator Award
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In The News:

Operators of the new community hub promise more support for newcomers
and their families The 
Ford government rejects Ottawa's offer to allow rural employers to hire more
temporary foreign workers
Residents in parts of Northern Ontario were ordered out by growing forest fires
Immigration is on the ballot. Here's what some of Alberta's multicultural
communities say about the referendum
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Capacity-Building Series:
Ethical AI for Nonprofits:

Using AI with Accountability
and Care
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CASSA Upcoming Capacity Building Series Workshop: Ethical AI for
Nonprofits: Using AI with Accountability and Care

Artificial Intelligence is transforming the nonprofit sector. This virtual Capacity Building Series

Workshop will explore how AI can be used responsibly, ethically, and safely while keeping privacy,

human oversight, and equity at the centre of nonprofit work.
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Tuesday, August 11, 2026

1:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. EST

Virtual

Exclusively for CASSA and South Asian Social Justice Network members.

CASSA's Membership!
A friendly reminder to renew your CASSA membership and continue being part of a community

dedicated to empowering South Asians and advancing social justice, collaboration, and positive

change across Canada. Your membership helps strengthen our collective voice and impact. If you

have already renewed, thank you for your continued support and commitment to our shared

mission—we are grateful to have you as part of the CASSA family.
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CASSA Project Updates

Discrimination and Prejudice experienced by LGBTQIA+ South Asians
when accessing Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare in Canada
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The Queer SRH and South Asian Community research team onboarded a new team member,

research assistant Mikael Shaikh, who is working on the community brief project and the sexual

and reproductive health project. We also initiated a scoping review for the community centric

South Asian United Way GTA project. In addition, we completed in person outreach during Pride

Toronto 2026 for the SRH study, and we are currently onboarding core partnerships across

Ontario, British Columbia, Quebec, and Alberta for the SRH research project. Would it be possible

to include the attached promotional image with the QR code as well? Blurb highlighted below "If

you're queer and South Asian, your healthcare experiences matter, and they haven't been studied

enough. Until now. Stay in the loop, consultations open this summer. Scan the QR code below to

register.
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#EradicateHate Project

CASSA anti hate workshops have begun and Gibraltar Leadership Academy was the site of the

first youth session. Youth bring a unique set of experiences with regards to hate. When I asked

the 60 students of grade 6,7,8 on whether they had experienced hate, every single hand went up.
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This is how we began. From a point of system and came to understand the individual experiences

as a larger body. We talked about hate on the bus, at the mall, in movies, on the news, and in

sports. The eradicate hate app was introduced before reflecting on a scenario that's all too real for

Muslim students at Gibraltar Leadership Academy in Scarborough. We ended with solutions,

support, and whole lot of smiles. 

Togetherness was the theme and students at GLA operate from this social determinant. It was the

last day of school and I was honored to be in the building. I must of been asked five times for a

cup of coffee and water, I felt like I was with family, and that's the point... Togetherness is how we

eradicate hate from our community. Thank you GLA

 

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

8/25/26, 12:03 PM CASSA's July 2026 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/cassa/cassas-july-2026-newsletter-9508099 9/43

http://eepurl.com/he2f6L
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=6fb49cf8e2d05b570a3c96e16&id=5dec15176e
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=6fb49cf8e2d05b570a3c96e16&id=5dec15176e
javascript:;


Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

8/25/26, 12:03 PM CASSA's July 2026 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/cassa/cassas-july-2026-newsletter-9508099 10/43

http://eepurl.com/he2f6L
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=6fb49cf8e2d05b570a3c96e16&id=5dec15176e
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=6fb49cf8e2d05b570a3c96e16&id=5dec15176e
javascript:;


South Asian Social Justice Network Project - Alberta

The CASSA Alberta Team Lead attended a local seniors’ community event to strengthen

relationships and raise awareness about the South Asian Social Justice Network. During the

event, information about the network’s programs, resources, and community initiatives was

shared with attendees. The event provided a valuable opportunity to connect with seniors,

encourage community engagement, and promote collaboration in supporting equity, inclusion, and

social justice within the South Asian community.

South Asian Social Justice Network Project - Quebec

Following the success of our regional Social Justice Summit in June, the SASJN Québec chapter

is channeling that momentum into grassroots action. We are currently mapping out our next

phase of localized outreach, with a specific focus on supporting newcomers in the Parc-Extension

and LaSalle neighbourhoods. This includes policy engagement addressing systemic barriers to

equity and employment, such as the local impacts of Bill 21.
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The network is actively growing! If you or your organization are based in Québec and want to

collaborate on regional advocacy, systemic equity, and newcomer support, contact our Québec

Lead, Zahra Haider, at zahra@cassa.ca to get involved.

Sexual & Reproductive Health for South Asian Newcomer Women

CASSA is leading a three-year community-based research project titled Breaking Barriers:

Improving Access to Sexual and Reproductive Health Services for South Asian Newcomer

Women. This project is funded by United Way Greater Toronto and supported by partner

organizations including Punjabi Community Health Services, South Asian Women’s Collective,

and Laadliyan.

If you are a South Asian newcomer woman aged 35–64 who has come to Canada within the past

0–5 years, we would like to invite you to participate in one or both of the following opportunities:

Online Survey (15–20 minutes): Share your experiences navigating the healthcare system

in Canada. The first 25 participants to complete the survey will receive a $25 e-transfer or

e-gift card as a thank you for their time.

You can access the survey here: https://forms.gle/AtmrAXddrPeqK3GCA

Focus Group (2 hours): Share your experiences in a comfortable, culturally safe setting,

either in person or virtually. Participants will receive a $50 e-transfer or e-gift card as an

honorarium for their time.

To participate, please start by completing a short pre-screening form to confirm your

eligibility: 

https://forms.gle/wubfKdJa6FAuLge86

More information about both the survey and focus group can be found in the attached flyers.
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Digital Storytelling Campaign

CASSA is launching a national digital storytelling campaign to raise awareness about the systemic

discrimination and Islamophobia that Muslims face in Canada.

We are inviting Muslim individuals to share their lived experiences to help amplify community

voices, foster understanding, and inspire meaningful change. Selected participants may be invited

to appear in a public video where they can share their story in their own words.

Every story has the power to build empathy, challenge misconceptions, and strengthen solidarity

across communities.

If you or someone you know would like to participate, please scan the QR code on the poster

below or contact Samaha@cassa.ca or Ridah@cassa.ca for more information.

Together, we can elevate Muslim voices and create lasting impact.
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Opportunities
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Women's Sexual & Reproductive Health Across the Lifespan

Women’s sexual and reproductive health is extremely important, yet women experience multiple

barriers to accessing information, support, and treatment. Recognizing this, CCMW is partnering

with Action Canada and naturopath Dr. Anne Hussain to host an informational virtual webinar

'Sexual & Reproductive Health Across the Lifespan' on Thursday, July 16 at 7 pm EST.

A lack of attention to sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) contributes directly to

maternal mortality, poor health outcomes and the disenfranchisement of women and girls. When

women and—particularly—adolescent girls have information and decision-making power, they can

stay healthy, avoid unintended pregnancies, prevent or treat sexually transmitted infections—

including HIV—reduce their risk of experiencing sexual and gender-based violence, complete

more years of school and obtain the education and skills they need to become economically

productive. Learn more about these topics, as well as perimenopause and menopause.

Join us for this informative webinar. Please register HERE.
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Relationship Experience Review for Community Organizations

Every community organization exists to bring people together. But

simply getting people in the same room doesn't always create

meaningful connections.

Whether it's volunteers, donors, partners, or the people you serve,

relationships need to be nurtured with intention. Too often,

organizations wonder why people don't return, stay engaged, or become

long-term supporters.

I'm offering a complimentary Relationship Experience Review to a

limited number of CASSA member organizations. Together, we'll look at

how your meetings, programs, and events shape the experience people

have with your organization—and where small changes can make a lasting

difference.

If you're looking for fresh ideas to strengthen relationships within

your community, I'd love to start the conversation.

Lavina Gomes

Event Curator & Relationship Experience Strategist

Email: lavina@event-curation.com

Website: https://www.event-curation.com/

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/lavina-gomes
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Lots of Play: Scarborough Arts
This summer, Scarborough Arts is joining Lots of Play, hosted by Choice Properties in the Golden

Mile. Lots of Play is a free summer event series that transforms everyday parking lots into vibrant

community spaces filled with creativity, connection, and play. On Sunday, July 19th, 2026,

Scarborough Arts will be bringing you two free drop-in art activations for children, youth, adults,

seniors, and every neighbour in between.

Printmaking in the Parking Lot - Create a hand-etched portrait through a printmaking workshop

with Moonpools Artists Catherine Moeller and Roxanne Ignatious.

Neighbourhood Heroes - Design your own Neighbourhood Heroes trading card with artist

Sharon Joy Tung and help build a growing collection of neighbourhood stories.
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Scarborough Arts is Hiring
Scarborough Arts is looking for a dynamic Youth Coordinator to lead the third year of our East

H.E.A.R.T. program. If you are a 2SLGBTQIA+ youth (18–29) with a passion for visual arts,

community leadership, and supporting the health and wellbeing of 2SLGBTQIA+ youth in

Scarborough, we're looking for you.
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In the News

Operators of new community hub promise more support for newcomers and their
families
Four Windsor-Essex agencies are forming a community hub to provide a wide range of resources

and settlement  services for students, families and anyone who is new to the  area. It's something

the manager of newcomer services at Windsor's Catholic school board says would have helped

when she was new to Canada, knowing firsthand how hard it can be.

Ford government rejects Ottawa’s offer to allow rural employers to hire more
temporary foreign workers
Ontario will not allow rural employers to hire more temporary foreign workers to fill low-wage jobs,

says the province’s immigration minister. Citing the high youth unemployment rate, David Piccini

said the province is not interested in raising the cap on the ratio of low-wage, temporary foreign

workers permitted from 10 per cent to 15 per cent of a rural employer’s workforce.

Residents in parts of northern Ontario ordered out by growing forest fires
Residents of a handful of communities in northwestern Ontario have been ordered to flee their

homes due to nearby forest fires. The Ontario Provincial Police force says on social media that

evacuation orders are in place for Armstrong and Cushing Lake, as well as Collins First Nation,

Whitesand First Nation and Lac des Mille Lacs First Nation. An alert from Emergency

Management Ontario says residents should leave the area and head south to Thunder Bay.

Immigration is on the ballot. Here’s what some of Alberta’s multicultural communities
say about the referendum
Heading into Alberta’s upcoming referendum, the question on Alberta independence easily gets
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the most attention. But 10 questions are on the ballot this October, five of which concern

immigration — something that has been overshadowed since the separation question was

announced in Ma
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