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Introducing our Interim ED:
Jessica Singh
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We’re pleased to welcome Jessica Singh as Interim Executive Director of the Council of Agencies

Serving South Asians (CASSA)!

Jessica brings over 17 years of experience at the intersection of strategy, culture, and social

justice, supporting nonprofit and community-based organizations to strengthen impact and

advance meaningful change. She holds a Master’s in Social Work and an MSc in Evidence-Based

Social Intervention from the University of Oxford, with expertise in research design, impact

evaluation, and evidence-informed decision-making.

Most recently, she served as Director of Fundraising & Development at the Mississauga

Symphony Orchestra, and over the past five years has helped raise more than $3 million through

consulting projects, strengthening systems and navigating complex funding challenges.

 

CASSA's Membership!
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CASSA Project Updates

South Asian Social Justice Network Project - Alberta

We were honoured to bring together passionate individuals and organizations from grassroots

advocates to mainstream leaders who are working tirelessly to uplift and strengthen our South
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Asian community across Alberta.

The discussion highlighted important barriers that South Asians continue to face in advancing

social justice, including access to resources, meaningful representation, and ongoing systemic

challenges. These conversations are essential to advancing equity, amplifying community voices,

and fostering collaborative solutions.

At CASSA (Council of Agencies Serving South Asians), we remain committed to creating spaces

where dialogue leads to action and partnerships drive meaningful change.

Thank you to all participants for your leadership, dedication, and continued commitment to

building a stronger and more inclusive Alberta.
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South Asian Social Justice Network Project - Quebec

Seeking South Asian Voices in Québec!

The South Asian Social Justice Network (SASJN) Québec is officially mobilizing! We are a
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provincial coalition dedicated to empowering our community through collective advocacy and

systemic policy change.

We are looking for activists, service providers, researchers, and legal professionals to join our

monthly working group.

Email zahra@cassa.ca to join the movement. Based in Tiohtiá:ke/Montréal.
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Advancing Justice for South Asian Communities in B.C

The Council of Agencies Serving South Asian’s continues to expand its engagement in British

Columbia through the South Asian Justice Network, with regular network meetings beginning this

February. These sessions will convene community leaders, service providers, and key

stakeholders to identify and address pressing justice issues affecting South Asian communities

across the province.

Insights gathered from these discussions will inform a comprehensive report highlighting key

challenges and providing clear, actionable recommendations at both the provincial and national

levels. Stay tuned for further updates as this important work unfolds and as we continue building a

coordinated, community-driven approach to advancing equity and access to justice in B.C

Taking the Honour Out of 'Honour-Based Violence' Project

CASSA, United Way Greater Toronto’s South Asian Community Advisory Council, and the

Women’s Mosque of Canada invite service providers and frontline workers to a virtual training on

'honour-based violence' (HBV).

Taking the Honour Out of ‘Honour-Based Violence’ is a research and capacity-building initiative

that helps professionals recognize, understand, and respond to HBV within South Asian

communities. The initiative addresses knowledge gaps, improves service accessibility, and

promotes culturally responsive, survivor-centered approaches to care. To learn more about our

research, the final will soon be available on our website: https://www.cassa.ca/taking-the-honour-

out-of-honour-based-violence/ 

This expert-led session covers the definition and context of HBV, how it differs from other forms of

gender-based violence, key indicators and risk factors, and practical guidance on trauma-

informed support and safety planning.
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Session 1: Thursday, February 12, 2026, 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM (EST), Zoom — Session full

Session 2: Thursday, February 26, 2026, 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM (EST), Zoom — Spots Available 

Register for the February 26 session: https://forms.gle/LDcJHEXHyxeT7AcM6

Sexual & Reproductive Health for South Asian Newcomer Women

CASSA is leading a three-year community-based research project titled Breaking Barriers:

Improving Access to Sexual and Reproductive Health Services for South Asian Newcomer

Women. This project is funded by United Way Greater Toronto and supported by partner

organizations including Punjabi Community Health Services, South Asian Women’s Collective,

and Laadliyan.

This research focuses on the experiences of South Asian newcomer women—particularly

immigrants and refugees who have arrived in Canada within the past five years—and the

challenges they face when accessing sexual and reproductive health services. The project will

generate evidence to inform the development and advocacy of more culturally safe, trauma-

informed, and equitable healthcare services. Specifically, this will include producing a public-

facing report, launching a social media campaign, and delivering training sessions for service

providers on anti-oppressive and culturally safe care practices.

Coming soon: We will be recruiting participants for community focus groups, consulting subject

matter experts, and launching a survey to gather broader community input.

Digital Story-Telling Campaign

CASSA is looking to connect with Black-led and Indigenous-led organizations to partner on a

"Digital Storytelling Campaign" project funded by the Canadian Race Relations Foundation to

uplift stories from Black and Indigenous communities through short videos, podcasts, and digital
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graphics.

This work will be community-led, co-designed, and partners will be recognized as co-creators.

Honorariarum included

If your organization is interested, please email ridah@cassa.ca and/or samaha@cassa.ca
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In the News

‘Canada is not Minnesota,’ minister says in reaction to U.S. immigration raids
Public Safety Minister Gary Anandasangaree says he won’t pass judgment on the U.S. crackdown

by federal forces in Minnesota that resulted in the deaths of two residents.

Immigration minister wants department to track exits of temporary residents
Immigration Minister Lena Diab says she wants her department to acquire the ability to track the

number of people with temporary visas who are exiting the country.

This Toronto doctor has over 2,000 patients, but still no permanent residency
Dr. Michael Antil moved from North Carolina to Toronto in July 2023, seeking a more diverse and

broad-minded environment for his family and a universal health-care system in which to practice.

But three years later, despite Canada's well-documented doctor shortage and so many theoretical

routes to citizenship for skilled workers like himself, he still doesn't have permanent residency.

Bill C-9 Faces Calls to Confront Anti-Black Hate
As Parliament debates Bill C-9, the federal government’s proposed Combatting Hate Act, Black

community leaders are urging Canadians to look closely at what the legislation includes, and, just

as importantly, what it leaves out.

B.C. First Nation issues travel advisory to U.S. due to immigration crackdown
A First Nation on the west coast of Vancouver Island is warning its citizens to avoid non-essential

travel to the United States. Huu-ay-aht First Nations issued a travel advisory on Friday, citing

concerns about escalated U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. “We have never issued a
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travel advisory (to the U.S.) in the past,” Huu-ay-aht Chief John Jack told CTV News. “It’s

something that we need to monitor. Our citizens exist across borders.”
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