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South Asian Social Justice Network Project - Quebec

This March, the South Asian Social Justice Network (SASJN) - Quebec focused on building real

connections and addressing the specific barriers South Asian newcomers face in the province.

Through a series of meetings with community partners and members, we have been able to move

past abstract goals and start refining a concrete advocacy roadmap that reflects the actual needs

of our community on the ground.

Our internal network continues to thrive through collaborations with key members, including

supporting Teesri Duniya Theatre on their latest production, Behind the Moon, and coordinating

with the upcoming on the annual South Asian Film Festival of Montréal (SAFFM). 

We are also proud to announce that the South Asian Women’s Community Centre (SAWCC) has

officially joined the network as they prepare for their landmark 45th anniversary this fall. Most

notably, we have successfully engaged MP Sameer Zuberi’s office to amplify our mission at the

federal level. 

With our venue confirmed at the Maison du développement durable for June 2, 2026, and all

forum supplies successfully procured and staged, we are positioned to lead a landmark event for

the South Asian community in Quebec this summer.
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South Asian Social Justice Network Project - British Columbia
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This March, BC’s South Asian Social Justice Network convened its first network meeting, bringing

together cross-sector leaders to surface urgent systemic gaps - from siloed government policies

and rigid funding models to the absence of culturally-informed responses on issues like gender-

based violence, human trafficking and elder abuse. The discussion, involving participation from

key stakeholders from non profit organizations, mental health counsellors, lawyers as well as

youth from University of British Columbia, also highlighted critical community-level barriers,

including stigma, fear tied to immigration status and fragmentation among service providers that

limit access to support.

With growing South Asian representation and momentum for culturally-specific services, the

network is now aligning efforts to develop actionable policy recommendations, strengthen formal

partnerships and build collective capacity - beginning with a national session on April 7 and

leading toward deeper engagement and an in-person convening in May. 

The SASJN-BC will also represent CASSA at the Moving Forward Families Gala and MLA

Jennifer Blatherwick's Annual Easter Egg Hunt come early April. Meetings have been set up with

MP Ron McKinnon's office, MP Zoe Royer, MLA Mike Farnworth and MLA Jagrup Brar. Outreach

for introductory meetings with stakeholders within the diaspora continues. 

Taking the Honour Out of 'Honour-Based Violence' Project

CASSA, United Way Greater Toronto’s South Asian Community Advisory Council (UWGT’s

SACAC), and the Women’s Mosque of Canada have successfully concluded our three-

year project, Taking the Honour Out of ‘Honour-Based Violence’. Funded by the Leading Social

Justice Collective (LSJC) in partnership with the University of Toronto’s School of Cities and

UWGT, the project explored how honour-based violence (HBV) affects South Asian communities

in Canada, shaped by cultural, gender, migration, and structural factors.
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Our research centred survivors, LGBTQ2+ individuals, service providers, and subject-matter

experts across the GTA. We completed a comprehensive literature review offering historical and

cultural context, prevalence and incidence rates, existing laws, and initiatives. Original data

collection captured lived experiences and perspectives, informing both a full report and abridged

summary. Insights from this work shaped our train-the-trainer sessions

To access the reports, please visit: https://www.cassa.ca/taking-the-honour-out-of-honour-based-

violence/ 

If you are interested in us providing a tailored training session for your organization, please

contact HBV@womensmoque.ca  

Sexual & Reproductive Health for South Asian Newcomer Women

CASSA is leading a three-year community-based research project titled Breaking Barriers:

Improving Access to Sexual and Reproductive Health Services for South Asian Newcomer

Women. This project is funded by United Way Greater Toronto and supported by partner

organizations including Punjabi Community Health Services, South Asian Women’s Collective,

and Laadliyan.

 

This research focuses on the experiences of South Asian newcomer women—particularly

immigrants and refugees who have arrived in Canada within the past five years—and the

challenges they face when accessing sexual and reproductive health services. The project will

generate evidence to inform the development and advocacy of more culturally safe, trauma-

informed, and equitable healthcare services. Specifically, this will include producing a public-

facing report, launching a social media campaign, and delivering training sessions for service

providers on anti-oppressive and culturally safe care practices.
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Participants can contribute through our community survey (https://forms.gle/Lrh5rr2hkp16B1dK7),

community focus group (https://forms.gle/wubfKdJa6FAuLge86), and subject matter expert

consultation. For more information, please review our flyers.
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Digital Story-Telling Campaign

CASSA is looking to connect with Black-led and Indigenous-led organizations to partner on a

"Digital Storytelling Campaign" project funded by the Canadian Race Relations Foundation to

uplift stories from Black and Indigenous communities through short videos, podcasts, and digital
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graphics.

This work will be community-led, co-designed, and partners will be recognized as co-creators.

Honorariarum included

If your organization is interested, please email ridah@cassa.ca and/or samaha@cassa.ca
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ASPIRE Toolkits and CCMW’s new website:

The Canadian Council of Muslim Women (CCMW) invites you to an upcoming virtual event,
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focused on the official launch of the ASPIRE Toolkits and CCMW’s new website:

 Virtual Launch Event  - ASPIRE Toolkits & CCMW’s New Website!

 Thursday, April 16th |  7pm (ET)

This session will showcase the ASPIRE Toolkits, highlight key resources, and review what the

new CCMW website offers.

If you’d like to revisit CCMW's 2024 I Belong, You Belong Employment Equity Conference:

 Learn more about the ASPIRE Conference

 Watch plenary sessions on our ASPIRE YouTube Playlist

We hope you’ll be able to join us!

Join Our Board of Directors: 2026 Call For Nominations
 

Social Planning Toronto (SPT) is currently seeking 2 volunteers to join its 10-member volunteer

Board of Directors who are committed to working towards social and economic justice, a more

equitable Toronto, and the mission and values of the organization. The candidates ideally have

lived experience of racialization, racism and/or other forms of social and economic marginalization

as well as one or more of the following areas of expertise:

Governance and non-profit management experience

Non-profit financial planning and fundraising experience 

We encourage applications from candidates who are critical thinkers and have experience in

policy and systems change work, with a focus on equity, anti-racism and social/economic justice.

We strive to have a Board that reflects the full diversity of the city, including people who come

from neighbourhoods across all of Toronto. We welcome applicants who identify as Indigenous,

Black, people of colour, women, 2SLGBTQ+, living with a disability and/or living with low-income.
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Candidates must either live, work or volunteer in the City of Toronto and be eighteen years of age

or older. 

Individuals who are nominated must agree to stand for membership election to the SPT Board.

Board members are expected to:

Commit to 5-8 hours per month for a 3-year term.

Prepare for, attend and fully participate in Board meetings (6-8 meetings per year), Board

committee meetings, Working Group meetings, or other Board-related responsibilities. 

Participate in the meeting of members, including the Annual General Meeting

Participate in virtual and in-person meetings.

Apply here
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South Asians Womens Collective: Didi Creative 
We invite you to support the Didi Creative Fund 2026, a grassroots initiative co-created by

Didihood, South Asian Women’s Collective and Tamil Women Rising dedicated to uplifting South

Asian women, Tamil women and gender-diverse creatives across Canada. Your donation directly

funds $500 micro-grants that help recipients access the resources they need to create, grow, and

share their work Link to Donate to the Didi Creatiev Fund
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Wellspring Chinguacousy: Cancer Support Centre
Wellspring Chinguacousy Cancer Support provides free, compassionate support to individuals

living with cancer, as well as to their family members and caregivers. Through a wide range of

programs—including emotional support, education, wellness activities, and coping strategies—

Wellspring helps people navigate the cancer journey with greater confidence and connection.

Located in the Brampton community, Wellspring Chinguacousy offers a welcoming, home‑like

environment and culturally responsive care, including support and information offered in multiple

South Asian languages. This ensures people can access care in the language they are most

comfortable with, while sharing experiences, building resilience, and finding strength alongside

others who truly understand. All programs are offered at no cost, making support accessible to

everyone who needs it.

In the News

Hamilton committee approves hate response plan as members urge stronger actions
Following high-profile incidents of white-supremacist organizing, the City of Hamilton is looking to

strengthen its response to hate, with better training, co-ordination and $50,000 in funding for

community groups.

Opinion: Canada’s international student strategy is a disaster not waiting to happen
Given the challenges that Canada faces adapting to a rapidly changing world order, it can’t afford

self-inflicted policy gaffes. Yet that is exactly what Ottawa has delivered with its bungled strategy

to reduce international student numbers.
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New immigration bill to give Alberta more oversight over temporary foreign worker
programs
Alberta is continuing its crackdown on immigration. This time, taking aim at abuse by “bad actors”

like employers, foreign worker recruiters, and immigration consultants they say are committing

fraud and eroding trust in the system.

Afghan newcomer airlifted to Toronto due to aneurysm, friend rallies local support
In late 2021, Ahmad Zia Ataee moved to Canada from Afghanistan and settled in Sault Ste. Marie.

After fleeing that country’s oppressive regime, he is doing all he can to make life easier for a

fellow newcomer from Afghanistan who is recovering from a serious medical emergency.

For Iranian students in Canada, ongoing war complicates education
Universities across Canada are offering some international students extra supports like exam

deferrals and extensions on tuition, as the war continues in the Middle East. “Right now, Iranian

students in Canada cannot contact their families, cannot transfer money, and in many cases have

no way of knowing whether their loved ones are safe,” said Amir Moghadam, an Iranian

international student and president of the University of Toronto Graduate Students’ Union.

Immigration official says asylum seekers from Gaza in danger of being denied under
new law
Days after passing Bill C-12, federal immigration officials have begun sending out letters to

thousands of asylum seekers in Canada, warning them they may not qualify for a hearing in front

of the Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB).

Immigration Department informing some 30,000 applicants they may be ineligible for
refugee hearings
Some refugee lawyers say new process comes with procedural unfairness. Canada's Immigration

Department is sending tens of thousands of refugee claimants letters that they may not be eligible

for asylum — and is telling some of them that they should leave immediately.
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