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The Annual Health Equity Summit, hosted by CASSA, is dedicated to addressing health

disparities that disproportionately affect marginalized communities, with a particular focus on

South Asian and other racialized groups. This year's 14th Annual Health Equity Summit is

titled Equity in Focus: Sexual and Reproductive Health for South Asian Newcomer Women. The

Summit will be a virtual event via Zoom on Tuesday, November 18, 2025 from 10:00 AM – 2:00

PM.

The Summit will explore the social, cultural, and systemic factors shaping sexual and reproductive

health (SRH) outcomes for newcomer women, with a focus on addressing barriers to access,
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culturally responsive care, and stigma. Bringing together policymakers, healthcare providers,

researchers, and community leaders, the event will combine keynote presentations and policy-

focused discussions with service-oriented breakout sessions. These sessions will provide

practical strategies for improving maternal and perinatal care, gynecological care, and sexual

health education, leaving them with actionable insights to ensure that South Asian newcomer

women receive culturally sensitive, timely, and comprehensive support throughout the critical

stages of their reproductive health journey.

Register here

 

CASSA's 2025 AGM!
On Wednesday, October 15th, 2025, CASSA held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) virtually in

the attendance of its staff, board members, and member agencies. Updates on CASSA’s ongoing

projects and accomplishments for 2025 were discussed, along with updates on the slate of board

members.

CASSA's Membership!
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CASSA Project Updates

South Asian International Students Research Project

The South Asian International Students Research Project is actively seeking participants for the

ongoing study. This research aims to delve into the experiences and challenges faced by South

Asian international students in Ontario. The project has interviewed about 24 participants so far. 

Participant Eligibility:

South Asian international students

 16 years or older

Currently enrolled in a post-secondary educational institution in Ontario
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So, far, we have successfully conducted interviews with 24 students from a diverse range of

institutions. We are now looking to recruit at least 1/2 more participants.

Community Partners & Institutional Staff Interviews: In addition to student interviews, we are

also engaging with community partners and institutional staff who work closely with international

students. These interviews will provide diverse perspectives on the challenges faced by South

Asian international students and help inform our research.

For more information or to participate, please contact us at tanzinatahereen@cassa.ca.

The Data for Equity 3.0
 
CASSA, in partnership with Service and Housing in the Province, Logical Outcome, and Findhelp

211, is hosting the Final Community of Practice Workshop #12

Titled: “As One Sector: Appreciating, Reflecting, and Reimagining Our Future Together"

Date: December 3, 2025

Time: 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM   

 Venue: IN PERSON- United Way Greater Toronto 26 Wellington St E Toronto, ON M5E 1S2,

Canada. 10th floor meeting  rooms A and B. 

 Please Note: This workshop is intended exclusively for participants that have attended previous

workshops of the Data for Change learning series.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

12/17/25, 10:21 AM CASSA's November 2025 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/cassa/cassas-november-2025-newsletter-9504566 6/24



Neil Price is Executive Director at LogicalOutcomes, a Canadian nonprofit with a mission to build

evaluation and learning capacity in the nonprofit sector. His work focuses on the intersection

between community development and technology, with emerging focus on how Artificial

Intelligence can elevate the work of B3 (Black-led, Black-focused, Black-serving) organizations.

Neil holds degrees in Education and Public Policy and is a PhD candidate in Adult Education and

Community Development at OISE. His community research and capacity-building work benefits

from his extensive experience in higher education and nonprofit leadership. 

South Asian Social Justice Network Project - Alberta

CASSA at the 2025 AAISA Settlement & Integration Conference
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Our CASSA team was proud to attend the 2025 Alberta Association of Immigrant Serving

Agencies (AAISA) Settlement & Integration Conference in Edmonton this week — with several of

our members presenting on topics ranging from mainstream engagement to grassroots

community action.

The conference provided a valuable opportunity to share our work, learn from sector colleagues,

and explore innovative approaches to supporting newcomers and marginalized communities

across Alberta.

A heartfelt thank you to AAISA for creating space for these meaningful conversations, and to all

our fellow attendees for their insights, collaboration, and shared dedication to advancing

settlement and integration work.

South Asian Social Justice Network Project - Quebec

SASJN Quebec Montly Meeting-September 29:

Participants: Shaheen Junaid, Dr. Sameena Iqbal and Abdul Majeed

Dr. Sameena emphasized the need for education and multicultural awareness to foster respect for

visible minorities, particularly Muslims. Participants highlight the importance of inclusiveness,

encouraging Muslim involvement in schools and communities despite challenges such as

restrictive policies. Community engagement through centers, charities, and intercultural events

like Ramadan or Eid gatherings is seen as key to overcoming isolation and reducing prejudice.

Concerns are raised about internal barriers within some Muslim institutions and the need to

promote integration rather than exclusivity. The conversation also addresses Hindutva-related

tensions, urging focus on shared Canadian values and multicultural harmony. Recommendations

include multilingual communication (English, French, Arabic), addressing educational disparities
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faced by Muslim children, and enhancing mental health awareness through accessible,

community led initiatives.   

Taking the Honour Out of 'Honour-Based Violence' Project
Our ongoing project explores 'honour-based violence' (HBV) within South Asian communities in

Canada. Following a scoping review to identify service gaps, we conducted consultations with

survivors and subject matter experts to understand how HBV is experienced and addressed.

These findings are being analyzed to develop practical, culturally responsive recommendations.

We’re currently finalizing a 'train-the-trainer' module to equip frontline workers with tools to

recognize, respond to, and prevent HBV through culturally informed, trauma- and survivor-

centered approaches. The final report will be released by early next year, marking a key step

toward improved support for South Asian women affected by HBV.
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Digital Story-Telling Campaign

The Council of Agencies Serving South Asians (CASSA) is launching a national online campaign

to raise awareness about the systemic discrimination Muslims face in Canada. We asked Muslim

individuals across Canada to share their lived experiences—stories that reveal the everyday

barriers, injustices, and challenges within systems like education, employment, and justice.
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Please read the graphics above to hear about some of the experiences Muslim individuals

experience in Canada every day. 

 

Opportunities

Bold Futures: Exploring the Career Development & Employment Needs of

Young South Asian Women across the GTA 

This fall, the South Asian Women’s Collective launched the Bold Futures Report and

Documentary, a groundbreaking research project exploring the career development and

employment needs of young South Asian women across the GTA. Funded by the Ontario Trillium

Foundation, Bold Futures offers a culturally nuanced perspective on youth unemployment and

highlights insights to inform policy, programming, and systems-level change.

 Read the full report and watch the documentary here.

We welcome your reflections, insights, and support in amplifying these findings. Please feel free

to share the report or documentary through your LinkedIn, Instagram, newsletters, or networks.

Together, we can shape more inclusive pathways for young racialized women navigating the

future of work.
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What’s Next for South Asian Women's Collective 

We’re excited to announce the upcoming launch of Flourish Career Development in January

2026 in York Region — a culturally responsive career development program supporting 50 young

South Asian women (ages 16–30) through:

Career education and skill-building

Access to mentors and sponsors

Connections with employers and industry partners

Through Flourish, we’re continuing our mission to advance equitable career pathways and amplify

the voices of South Asian women and gender-diverse communities. We’d love to collaborate and

continue the conversation on youth career development and employment equity. Please email

Flourish Program Lead, Ritika Arora, at flourish@sawcollective.ca
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In the News

Canada could have access to more than 10,000 doctors if licensing were less
complicated, House Health Committee hears
The House Health Committee is looking into the links between immigration and health human
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resources shortages. But Liberal MP Mark Powlowski says the Conservatives' language on this

'ticks' him off as it suggests the problem in health care is a result of too many immigrants, which

'is clearly wrong.'

Carney's immigration strategy comes during a shift in the economy — and public
opinion on newcomers
Canadians will learn how the federal government is revising its immigration strategy in Tuesday's

budget, as public support for immigration is changing and after Ottawa already lowered its targets

last fall.

The Concerning rise of anti-immigration sentiment in Canada
Concordia University’s School of Community and Public Affairs professor Chedly Belkhodja says

that an anti-immigrant sentiment has been steadily growing in the country since the pandemic.

According to him, this rise is best explained by globalization.

Immigration plan slashes student visas, prioritizes economic newcomers
Canada’s 2026-2028 immigration levels plan aims to increase the number of economic

immigrants coming to the country while cutting temporary migration, largely through a dramatic

reduction in student visas.

‘Ottawa is creating an emergency’: Quebec minister on temporary immigration cuts
After years of urging Ottawa to reduce the number of non-permanent residents in the province,

Quebec is now saying the federal government has gone too far.

Students call on province to step up as colleges, universities take financial hit from
permit cuts
A representative of post-secondary students across B.C. is calling on the province to increase

funding for universities and colleges, after major student-permit changes were announced this

week that are expected to sharply cut international student enrolment.

Black class-action group ‘outraged’ by government spending $15M to fight case
Lawsuit launched in 2020 now represents 45,000 current and former Black public servants.
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