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CASSA's Membership!

CASSA Project Updates

South Asian International Students Research Project

The South Asian International Students Research Project is actively seeking participants for the

ongoing study. This research aims to delve into the experiences and challenges faced by South

Asian international students in Ontario. The project has interviewed about 20 participants so far. 

Participant Eligibility:

South Asian international students
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 16 years or older

Currently enrolled in a post-secondary educational institution in Ontario

So far, we have successfully conducted interviews with 22 students from a diverse range of

institutions. We are now looking to recruit at least 10 more participants by August 2025. 

Community Partners & Institutional Staff Interviews: In addition to student interviews, we are

also engaging with community partners and institutional staff who work closely with international

students. These interviews will provide diverse perspectives on the challenges faced by South

Asian international students and help inform our research.

Data Analysis and Report: Starting from July 2025, the collected data will be transcribed and

analyzed according to the theoretical framework of "education of other." A comprehensive report

will then be prepared based on these findings.

For more information or to participate, please contact us at tanzinatahereen@cassa.ca.

The Data for Equity 3.0
 

We are pleased to announce the successful completion of the second stage of the Data for

Change project: Collect & Store. The project now moves into its third  stage, Analysis and

Interpret. The next workshop will be led by SHIP on August 14 on Trauma Informed Practices, so

please register https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/PPNcOwpsSHyxZnQYcnzq1A

South Asian Social Justice Network Project - Alberta

Upcoming Initiative: Resource Fair in Calgary:

We are excited to announce plans for an upcoming Resource Fair in Calgary! This initiative is

aimed at eliminating access barriers for South Asians who may not be aware of or able to access

free government programs, services, and assistance.

We are proud to have representatives from almost every South Asian language group, who are

committed to serving the community with open hearts, offering culturally and linguistically

appropriate support for immediate needs.

 

Community Impact:
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The ongoing conversations and shared experiences within the network are shaping a more

inclusive and informed approach to social justice. We continue to listen, advocate, and collaborate

as we push for equity, visibility, and representation in all sectors of society.

We look forward to your continued support and participation as we build a stronger, more

empowered South Asian community in Alberta and beyond.

Alberta Project lead Amber Qureshi

Taking the Honour Out of 'Honour-Based Violence' Project
 
Our ongoing project explores 'honour-based violence' (HBV) within South Asian communities in

Canada. Following a scoping review to identify service gaps, we conducted consultations with

survivors and subject matter experts to understand how HBV is experienced and addressed.

These findings are being analyzed to develop practical, culturally responsive recommendations.

We’re currently finalizing a survivor-centered HBV training module and preparing a social media

campaign to raise awareness and reduce stigma. Both the final report and campaign will be

released by the end of the year, marking a key step toward improved support for South Asian

women affected by HBV.

 

Opportunities
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CCMW: I Belong, You Belong

Join the Canadian Council of Muslim Women (CCMW) on November 6–7, 2025, for the “I Belong,

You Belong” National Employment Conference — a two-day gathering of changemakers

committed to building inclusive and equitable workplaces for Muslim and racialized women across

Canada.

Hosted in partnership with the Diversity Institute as part of CCMW’s ASPIRE Project and funded

by Women and Gender Equality Canada, this two-day hybrid conference is designed to foster

equitable and inclusive work environments for Canadian Muslim and racialized women.

Join us for:

 Inspiring plenaries & panel discussions

 Interactive workshops & skills-building sessions

 Meaningful networking opportunities

Muslim Women’s Marketplace

Featuring powerful speakers like:
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Dr. Wendy Cukier - Founder and Academic Director, Diversity Institute

Dr. Golnaz Golnaraghi - Founder & President, Accelerate Her Future

Dr. Zainab Abdurrahman - President, Ontario Medical Association

Muneeza Sheikh - Partner, Muneeza Sheikh Employment & Human Rights

Dr. Rhonda McEwen - President, Victoria University (University of Toronto)

Dr. Ruby Latif - Director of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging, Brant Community

Healthcare System

Rabia Khedr - National Director, Disability Without Poverty

Marya Bangash - Education & Outreach Coordinator, SMILE Canada

Get your early bird ticket today  Register here
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In the News

Three years, one shot: The race to stay in Canada
What happens when an international student dreams of higher education and permanent

residency in Canada? For many, it may seem simple. Apply to college or university, get an offer

letter, apply for a student visa, pay tuition, pack bags, move to a new country and start life all over

again.

How language classes for immigrant students can perpetuate inequity
Different countries and regions use various models for integrating immigrant students who need to

learn or improve the language of schooling.

Immigration lawyers say rising number of CSIS security screenings causing delays
The Canadian Security Intelligence Service says it's dealing with a growing number of immigration

security screening requests — and immigration lawyers say their clients are coping with long

delays as a result.

Community ‘grieving’ after Toronto pastor and 2 daughters ordered deported to
Kenya
Early Wednesday morning, Rev. Rosalind Wanyeki and her two children, six-year-old Pearl and

nine-year-old Joylene, attended an immigration hearing at the Canadian Border Services Agency

(CBSA) office at Mississauga’s International Centre, where a judge denied the woman’s request

to defer their deportation order.
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Toronto man charged after allegedly sending repeated xenophobic and racist
messages to 2 victims
A Toronto man has been charged with criminal harassment and uttering threats after allegedly

sending repeated xenophobic and racist messages to two separate victims.

More layoffs hit Sask Polytechnic as international student enrolment drops
Saskatchewan Polytechnic is cutting jobs for the second time this year to deal with declining

tuition revenue as fewer international students come to the province for higher education.

'No safety rules': Concerns
In recent months similar AI-generated content has flooded social media platforms, openly

promoting violence and spreading hate against members of LGBTQ+, Jewish, Muslim and other

minority groups.
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