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As part of our ongoing efforts to highlight and celebrate the contributions of South

Asian-Canadians to our social fabric, CASSA has created a poster and will be

hosting a panel discussion. We are now in our eighth year, and our theme for this

year is “South Asian-Canadian Systemic Changemakers”. Our changemakers have

made a systemic impact in South Asian communities through research, advocacy,

activism, art, policy, outreach, and education. They have been integral in paving the

way for an equitable road for future generations.
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You can participate in-person or virtually via Zoom. The event will feature the

following seven systemic changemakers:

Gurdeep Pandher 

Masuma Khan

Dr. Nasima Akter 

Dr. Satwinder Kaur Bains

Seher Shafiq

Sonali (Alyy) Patel

V.T. Nayani

 

REGISTER NOW: https://2023SAHM.eventbrite.com

CASSA Project Updates

Toxic Masculinity and Its Impact on Gender-Based Violence
CASSA's project on Toxic Masculinity is currently at the ethics review stage and is set to begin

focus groups later this year. For the month of May, the team is focused on preparing materials that

increase community awareness on gendered mentalities and norms more broadly. If you

are interested or have any questions, please contact Wardah Malik at wardah@cassa.on.ca 
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National GBV Research Project

The national gender-based violence research project has reached its conclusion. We would like to

thank all community partners, media outlets, and most importantly, GBV survivors who have

worked with us on this study. Our public education campaign and outreach was a success as

many service providers had attended our sessions and found them informative. The 80-page

toolkit, some community resources, and a legal video along with a transcription may be found on

CASSA's website at cassa.ca/gbvstudy. YWCA is partnering with us and hosting its own event

presenting the findings of our study with its national partners. You may register

at https://bit.ly/3Lgul4K. This project would not have been a success without the support of our

internal partners nor without the support of our broader national community.

The Coalition for Racial Equity in Education

The Coalition for Racial Equity in Education has recruited parents and youth volunteers from the

YRDSB and DDSB regions. The volunteers are currently undergoing training while sharing their

experiences of Islamophobia within the school.

On April 19, 2023, the Planning and Priorities Committee of the Toronto District School Board

(TDSB) unanimously passed a motion that is critical to creating a more inclusive environment in

schools. The motion directs the TDSB staff to develop an Anti-Islamophobia strategy that will be

implemented board-wide. On April 26, 2023, the TDSB School Board officially passed the motion,
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thanks to the advocacy of the Council of Agencies Serving South Asians (CASSA), TDSB Trustee

Neethan Shan, and Trustee Liban Hassan. The motion calls for the creation and implementation

of a comprehensive plan to address Islamophobia in schools. 

This development is an important step in making schools a safe and inclusive space for all

students, regardless of their religious beliefs. It's heartening to see community groups like the

Coalition for Racial Equity in Education and CASSA working together to create positive change.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact samaha@cassa.on.ca.

#EradicateHate 2.0

The wait is almost over! #EradicateHate 2.0 project is launching soon! 

The team has been working hard on final details from content creation to app development. We

have officially soft launched the app and are working with partner organizations and youth who

are providing feedback towards the Eradicate Hate App. We are working hard to ensure we hear

all feedback and find ways to improve the app to allow as many users to access and benefit from

what the app can offer. 

We are excited to share our toolkit and app to youth across the province.

Stay tuned for online and in-person workshops on our project!

Policies that Perpetuate Systemic Racism 
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CASSA is conducting primary research to understand the impact of the following legislations:

 Quebec#39's secularization act, also known as Bill 21

 The restriction of immigration status for Canada Child Benefit eligibility

 The quote;Zero Tolerance for Barbaric Cultural Practices&quot; Act

Participate in this study to help inform our public awareness and political advocacy campaigns. 

If you have been directly or indirectly impacted by either of these policies, you can: 

 Fill out our survey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/PolicyImpactSurvey 

and/or 

 Submit your story at www.surveymonkey.com/r/PersonalStory

Brief overview of each policy and eligibility criteria for survey can be found here: bit.ly/3nxrSAB

You may choose to fill out one or multiple parts of the survey and skip the rest. 

Each survey will take no more than 5 minutes to complete. All surveys and stories will be

completely anonymous. This project is funded by the Canadian Race Relations Foundation.

Participants will have a chance to win a $50 or $100 gift certificate in a raffle draw!

Opportunities
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FGM/C (Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting): Virtual Training

The Canadian Council of Muslim Women (CCMW) in partnership with End FGM Canada Network

invite you to attend a virtual info/training session on FGM/C (female genital mutilation/cutting) and

what it means in the Canadian context. FGM/C is sadly practiced in Canada and the rest of the

world and is a procedure performed on women or girls to alter or injure her genitalia for non-

medical reasons. It causes severe health problems and is a violation of girls’ and women’s

fundamental human rights. There are many names for this practice, including “female

circumcision”, “female genital cutting”, “khatna”, “sunat”, “sunat perempuan”, “qodiin”, “fanadu”,

“bolokoli”, “nyaaka”, “tohara”, and many other terms that are used in different local contexts and

communities. 

The World Health Organization defines Female Genital Mutilation as all procedures that involve

the partial or total removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury to the female genital

organs for non-medical reasons. This is definitely an extreme form of violence against women and
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girls.

Warda Warsame from End FGM Canada Network will be presenting and sharing FGM/C-related

info/experiences with us on May 26 from 6-8 pm EST. Please see attached flyer. Kindly register

for the session using the link on the flyer and promote the session actively on your social media

channels and send it to your volunteers, allies, partners and other networks.

Walk-A-Thon to Mother's Day
We’re Breast Cancer Canada. We do one thing: drive progress through breast cancer research.

You can help. By joining our Virtual Walk-a-Thon. Set up a team, or move on your own. Rally

pledges and support – from now, until Mother’s Day.

If you happen to be in Mississauga or Ottawa, you can join our in-person walks on Mother’s Day!
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The more we know, the sooner we can end breast cancer.

mothersdaywalk.ca
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Pioneers for Change: Nominations
Since 1992, Skills for Change has celebrated the achievements of immigrants with our signature

event, “Pioneers for Change '' (PfC), representing the vision of a diverse and inclusive Canada.

PfC celebrates ongoing commitment to celebrating immigrants and continues to break down

barriers so that newcomers can thrive. We seize this opportunity to recognize those members

who demonstrate outstanding dedication, going beyond and exceeding expectations, and

recognize them in appreciation. This year's awards show and gala will take place September 14th,

2023 at the Design Exchange. Please check out the full list of awards and nominate someone

today! 
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Past award recipients include former Governor General of Canada, Adrianne Clarkson, Canadian

businessman and star of Shark Tank, Robert Herjavec, former Skills for Change client. 

For more information, please visit pioneersforchange.ca or email pfc@skillsforchange.org 
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Times Change: Career Advancement & Mentorship Program
Join Times Change 9-Week Career Advancement and Mentorship Program and plan your career!

In just 9 weeks you'll gain valuable insights into your values, interests, and skills, research exciting

new career options, and create an action plan towards your new career goal! And at the end of

the program you will have the opportunity to connect with a mentor for an informational interview.

Don't let your potential go untapped - join our program today and unlock your career success!
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CASSA's Blogs/Podcasts
Blog Posts:
Babies of Immigrant Parents in Low-Income Neighborhoods Born Healthier: Study
Challenges Stereotypes
Throughout Canada’s history, immigration has played a pivotal role and continues to be a

significant contributor to its economy and diversity. Approximately 38 million people live in Canada

as of 2021, of whom over 22% are foreign-born.

TDSB Adopts Islamophobia Strategy: A Step Towards Inclusivity
As a result of growing concerns over the rise of hate crimes targeting Muslim communities in

Canada, the Toronto District School Board (TDSB) adopted a strategy to combat Islamophobia in

its schools on April 26, 2023.

In the News
May Day is a time to reflect on the workers’ struggle in Canada & abroad
May Day is an important time to highlight the gains made by the labour movement, but it is equally

important to recognize the work that still needs to be done.

‘New’ a fresh take on on-stage portrayals of new immigrants deserves to get the on-
screen series treatment
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They drink, they smoke weed and cigarettes, they lead women’s lib protests, their desires stray

outside the bonds of marriage..

Canada welcomes record number of newcomers. Now what?
As Canada welcomes more immigrants, the need for infrastructure to support the growth in

housing markets, schools and health care systems is critical.

London seeks input from Black community on Anti-Black Racism strategy
As the vice-president of London's Congress of Black Women, Maya Mark has seen well-meaning

plans written only to then sit collecting dust without much action.

NDP calls for ‘Canada wide emergency’ in response to violence against Indigenous
women
The NDP critic for women and gender equality is calling on the federal government to declare a

Canada-wide emergency for missing and murdered Indigenous women, girls and Two-Spirit

people.

The immigration journey as experienced by women: Trial, triumph and community
Each experience a newcomer has while settling in Canada, whether now or 100 years ago, is as

unique as the person living through it. But some things remain timeless – the universal human

experiences of love, family, friendship, triumph, sorrow and loss.

Homelessness solutions need input from people experiencing it, expert says

A homelessness expert says possible solutions to addressing the problem won't succeed unless

policymakers consult with people who have experienced it themselves.
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