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CASSA's project on Toxic Masculinity is currently at the ethics review stage and is set to begin

focus groups later this year. For the month of April, the team is focused on preparing materials

that increase community awareness on gendered mentalities and norms more broadly. If you

are interested or have any questions, please contact Wardah Malik at wardah@cassa.on.ca 

National GBV Research Project

The GBV research study is concluded. The resulting 80-page toolkit can be found on CASSA's

website at www.cassa.ca/gbvstudy. Training workshops for service providers will continue into the

month of April. The videos used in our training sessions can be found on CASSA's site as well.

The team will also continue dissemination by distributing printed pamphlets and interviews with

the media. 

High Priority Communities Strategy for South Markham 
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The Coalition for Racial Equity in Education

The Coalition for Racial Equity in Education project has recruited parents and youth volunteers

from the YRDSB & DDSB region. We are currently in the stages of training the volunteers and

listening to the experiences that they face regarding Islamophobia within the school. We are also

working closely with parents and youth from TDSB.

On April 19th,2023 TDSB will debate and vote on passing an anti-Islamophobia strategy that

came forward through Trustee Liban Hassan and Trustee Neethan Shan(Learn more about the

motion here on page 23: https://pub-tdsb.escribemeetings.com/FileStream.ashx?

DocumentId=15119).  As part of the strategy, all staff will be required to undergo anti-

Islamophobia training, accountability measures will be implemented, and regular communication

with the broader community will be conducted. Your support with this letter will allow us to

demonstrate that there is a need for Board-wide anti-Islamophobia strategy in the education

system in order to ensure the safety and well-being of Muslim students and educators. If you

would like  to sign this letter, please visit: cassa.ca/coalition-for-racial-equity-in-education/

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact samaha@cassa.on.ca.

#EradicateHate 2.0

The #EradicateHate 2.0 project is just completing phase 2 of the Toolkit Children and Youth

Combating Online Hate and starting phase 3 next week! 

The team has partnered with local youth vendors to help support the design of content needed for

the toolkit and app development. From comic scripts to infographics and GIF’s, the content has

been completed, and are now finalizing our learning videos/animations created to help educate

youth and children on combatting online hate in different scenarios. 

We are also preparing for our soft launch of the Eradicate Hate 2.0 app where we will work and

connect with local organizations and youth and children to help test out the app and change,

adjust any of the content needed to assure the best use of the app. 

We are so excited to be completing all content and excited to start working on the strategy plan to

allow more youth and children to access the toolkit, app and content .

Stay tuned for more details!
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Stay tuned for more details!

Policies that Perpetuate Systemic Racism 

This community advocacy and engagement project looks closely at 3 Canadian policies: Bill 21,

formerly titled "Barbaric Cultural Practices Act", and Canada Child Benefit. The project is divided

into four phases: research and analysis, public awareness campaign, media outreach, and

legislative advocacy. Through these phases, the project aims to comprehensively raise awareness

regarding the negative impacts of these policies and bring change from the perspective of the

general public and political representatives. The project is currently concluding its first phase

(secondary research and analysis). The project is starting primary research in collaboration with

the Anti-Hate Leader Group. This includes survey creation and dissemination and collection of

lived experiences of impacted populations. 

 

Stay tuned for more details!

Opportunities
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Colour of Poverty-Colour of Change: Survey (Punjabi)

As Colour of Poverty-Colour of Change strives to build community-based capacity to address the

growing racialization of poverty and the resulting increased levels of social exclusion and

marginalization of racialized communities across Ontario, we also recognize the role that data

plays in our advocacy efforts. As such, we are pleased to announce the launch of our employee

survey in Arabic. Our survey is currently also available in Chinese, French, Punjabi, Somali, and

Spanish. Great care has been taken to ensure data confidentiality and security, and all survey

results will be end-to-end encrypted. To qualify, respondents must identify as Indigenous, Black, or

Racialized and must live in one of the regions indicated in our study: Durham Region, Hamilton,

London, Ottawa, Peel Region, Quinte Region, Thunder Bay, Toronto, Windsor-Essex, and York

Region. Please note that all of our surveys will be closing on May 1st, 2023, on International

Workers’ Day. 

Please find the links for the surveys below, and don’t hesitate to contact Namrata at

namrata@ocasi.org for any questions or concerns regarding the survey
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Punjabi: https://blocksurvey.io/survey/t/8661e7f7-58cb-42e8-99d7-ee6d23d2fcac/r/l

Health Service Providers Needed for Diabetes Research Study on
Tamil Older Adults

Attention Health Service Providers! Thanusha Kathiravel from Queen’s University is conducting a

research study on Tamil older adults with diabetes and is looking for participants. If you're a health

service provider that has worked with Tamil older adults with Type 2 Diabetes, please consider

joining this study. Let's work together to improve the health outcomes of Tamil older adults with

diabetes. Contact Thanusha at 20tk8@queensu.ca for more details!

 

Health service providers include but are not limited to: Physicians, Specialists, Dentists, Social

Workers, Nurses, Occupational Therapists, Speech Therapists, Physiotherapists, Optometrists,

Naturopaths, Dieticians, Nutritionists, Health Promoters, Community Health Workers, Health
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Educators, Psychologist/Psychiatrists, Chiropractors, Podiatrists/Chiropodists, or Personal

Support Workers.
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GTA Northwest Health Services INC 

GTA Northwest Community Health Services INC (ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING and DINNER 

will be held on Saturday, May 27th @ 6 PM at  MEADOWVALE COMMUNITY CENTRE 6655-

Glen Erin Drive Mississauga Ontario.

If you like more information please call 905-904-2363 or 647-707-9762. or

email GTANW4U@GMAIL.COM
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FGM/C Virtual Training
CCMW in partnership with End FGM Canada Network is hosting a virtual info/training session on

FGM/C and what it means in the Canadian context. FGM/C is the acronym for female genital

mutilation/cutting and is sadly practiced in Canada and the rest of the world. 

FGM/C is is a procedure performed on women or girls to alter or injure her genitalia for non-

medical reasons. It causes severe health problems and is a violation of girls’ and women’s

fundamental human rights. There are many names for this practice, including “female

circumcision”, “female genital cutting”, “khatna”, “sunat”, “sunat perempuan”, “qodiin”, “fanadu”,

“bolokoli”, “nyaaka”, “tohara”, and many other terms that are used in different local contexts and

communities. 

The World Health Organization defines Female Genital Mutilation as all procedures that involve

the partial or total removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury to the female genital

organs for non-medical reasons. This is definitely an extreme form of violence against women and

girls.
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Warda Warsame from End FGM Canada Network will be presenting and sharing FGM/C-related

info/experiences with us on May 26 from 6-8 pm EST. Please see attached flyer. Kindly register

for the session using the link on the flyer, and promote the session actively on your social media

channels and send it to your staff, volunteers, allies, partners and other networks.

End FGM Canada Network's Mission is:

To be the leading force in Canada to end all forms of Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C),

working collaboratively with stakeholders to increase awareness, strengthen measures to protect

girls at risk, and aid in the creation of systems of support for impacted women and girls.

Support Muslim women facing financial hardships this Ramadan:
 

This Ramadan, you can support Canadian Muslim women who are facing financial hardships due

to gender-based violence in two ways:

1. Purchase Medjool Dates from Palestine CCMW has teamed up with CCMW chapters across

Canada to sell fresh Medjool dates from Palestine. A portion of the proceeds from each jar will go

to CCMW's Emergency Bursary Fund. https://buycottpalestine.com/pages/ccmw?

mc_cid=2ad955b16b&mc_eid=UNIQID

2. Donate to CCMW Already have your dates for Ramadan? Donate to CCMW! CCMW aims to

assist clients with unanticipated financial hardship incurred as a direct result of gender-based
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violence and/or barriers to access to justice. Each request for emergency funding is considered

on its own merits and based on financial need and severity of the situation. Learn more here.

Donations are zakat eligible and donations over $25 are eligible for a tax receipt.

https://www.ccmw.com/genderbased-violence-bursaries

Calling All Internationally Educated Nurses!
 

Are you pursuing registration with the College of Nurses of Ontario?CARE Centre for

Internationally Educated Nurses (IENs) is a non-profit organization funded by the Ontario

Government offering a variety of Professional Development workshops each month. Workshops

focus on Nursing Skills, Effective Communication, and Career Development, helping IENs

connect with employers and thrive in different healthcare sectors serving diverse clients and

cultures.

Visit our website to find out more about becoming a STARS member and learn more about our

programs and services. You’ll get all the details on our upcoming workshops and courses at

www.care4nurses.org
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Young Somali Leaders Project Presents: A Youth Service
Sector Webinar

 Webinar presenting focus group findings from diverse Somali-Canadian youth in the GTA about

the ways that youth service providers can better support the current needs of Somali youth ages

16-29 in culturally relevant ways. This webinar includes a presentation on youth focus groups'

research findings and a panel comprised of Somali youth activists.

This community engagement model is based on the best practices developed by the Respect in

Action (ReAct) youth program of METRAC Action on Violence.

Join the conversation to learn more about:

The experiences and needs of diverse Somali-Canadian youth ages 16-29 living in the

GTA

Culturally affirming service design and delivery
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Strategies for reducing isolation and increasing support for Somali-Canadian youth

The webinar will provide a hands-on, practical guide to support community agencies, program

developers, researchers, youth service providers, and school organizations to design and deliver

programs that are inclusive and affirming to Somali-Canadian youth.

Knowledge learned may assist in grant applications and increase program participation.

This 2-hour webinar is offered on: Thursday, April 6th, 2023 from 1-3 pm

To learn more about the ReAct Youth Program visit us at https://metrac.org/react or on Instagram

at @ReActYouthProgram 

Register for the webinar here

Findhelp Information Services: Promote 211 in your Community!

211 is a free and confidential information and referral service that connects people to critical social

and community support.

You can help raise awareness about the 211 services by downloading the 211 Digital Toolkit via

WeTransfer: https://we.tl/t-Ne7fMsKqAM. Toolkit includes key messaging and graphics for social

media and newsletters, information about embedding the 211 widgets on websites, scheduling

211 presentations, ordering materials, and more!

Need help finding community support? Call/text 2-1-1 or visit 211Central.ca to search for services.

211 is available 24/7, 365 days a year, with interpretation in over 150 languages.
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Eid Bazaar & Market 2023:
Please join us on April 19th for the Eid Bazaar & Market! Happening at Daniels Spectrum (585

Dundas St E) from 3:00 pm - 8:00 pm

There will be jewelry, clothing, henna, and more! Come down and shop, and support local

venders!

For more info please contact Sureya at sureya@tccld.org

Subscribe Past Issues Translate



4/24/23, 12:27 PM CASSA's April 2023 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/cassa/cassas-april-2022-newsletter-6044299 23/28

Subscribe Past Issues Translate



4/24/23, 12:27 PM CASSA's April 2023 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/cassa/cassas-april-2022-newsletter-6044299 24/28

Subscribe Past Issues Translate



4/24/23, 12:27 PM CASSA's April 2023 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/cassa/cassas-april-2022-newsletter-6044299 25/28

Promote 211 in your Community!

211 is a free and confidential information and referral service that connects people to critical social

and community support.

You can help raise awareness about the 211 services by downloading the 211 Digital Toolkit via

WeTransfer: https://we.tl/t-Ne7fMsKqAM. The toolkit includes key messaging and graphics for
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social media and newsletters, information about embedding the 211 widgets on websites,

scheduling 211 presentations, ordering materials, and more!

Need help finding community supports? Call/text 2-1-1 or visit 211Central.ca to search for

services. 211 is available 24/7, 365 days a year, with interpretation in over 150 languages.
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CASSA's Blogs/Podcasts
Blog Posts:
The Hate-Crime Reporting Project:
CASSA’s Hate Crime Reporting Project is funded by the Safe & Vital Community Grant. Through

the project, CASSA sought to assess the perceptions, understandings, and experiences of four

communities – Toronto, Ottawa, York, and Peel.

TTC Hate Crime Incidents:
The number of hate attacks on the Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) has increased at an

alarming rate since the end of 2022. In December 2022, there were 145 incidents, 45% more than

in November 2022.

In the News
Repatriation of Canadian women and children detained in Syrian camps underway,
says lawyer
Multiple Canadian women and their children are on their way back to Canada after spending

years held in camps for ISIS suspects and their families in northeastern Syria, according to their

lawyer.

First Nations chiefs to debate Trudeau government's draft UNDRIP action plan
As the Trudeau Liberals approach eight years in power, David Lametti acknowledges much is

riding on his government's upcoming plan to implement the United Nations Declaration on the

Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) in Canada.

One year later: Sunday Open House at the Kyiv Home Project
“The project itself has turned out way better than what we ever envisioned,” said Gary Taveirne.

Trudeau says orderly immigration system is needed, after deaths of eight migrants
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is reiterating the importance of an orderly immigration system as

police investigate the deaths of eight migrants, including two toddlers, in the Mohawk territory of

Akwesasne last week.

Egyptian asylum-seekers decry ‘Islamophobia’ by Canada’s border agency
Attia Elserfy was expecting a second lease on life when he escaped Egypt with
his family, landing in Vancouver in October 2018.
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Amnesty International Canada head alleges discrimination after being barred from
boarding flight
The head of Amnesty International Canada is accusing Air Canada of racism and discrimination

after she was denied boarding a flight to Mexico.

Cabinet minister hopes immigration pilot program can continue beyond next year

Canada's minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship says he wants the Rural and

Northern Immigration Pilot program to continue beyond its pilot period.

Toronto family set to be deported from Canada on Wednesday begs for clarity
The Tamayo family says they don’t know where they went wrong while applying for asylum status,

and with their deportation scheduled for Wednesday, they fear they may never find out.
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