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CASSA Project Updates

Toxic Masculinity and Its Impact on Gender-Based Violence
CASSA's project on Toxic Masculinity is currently at the ethics review stage and is set to begin

focus groups later this year. For the month of March, the team is focused on releasing outreach
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content that increases community awareness on gendered mentalities and norms more broadly. If

you are interested or have any questions, please contact Wardah Malik at wardah@cassa.on.ca 

Hate Crime Reporting Project

The Hate Crime Reporting Project would like to announce the publication of its report and

community awareness campaign! The report details the project’s overview, methodology, findings,

and recommendations to police services and can be found here. Campaign materials were

translated in 5 languages which include infographics, social media posts, and videos, describing

key definitions related to hate-motivated crimes and incidents, steps to take when reporting to

police, and key resources to reach out to if you experience a hate-motivated crime or incident.

These resources are publicly available at https://tinyurl.com/HCRPcontent. We encourage

community organisations and community members to read our full report and share these key

resources to improve our community’s understanding of hate activity and prevent hate-related

crimes/incidents.

National GBV Research Project

The GBV project is wrapping up this month. Based on the data that has been completed and

analyzed, the GBV team has put together an 80-page toolkit for service providers. It can be found

on cassa.on.ca/gbvstudy. Additionally, the team is in the midst of offering workshops on GBV

training and legal knowledge for service providers throughout Canada. If you are an organization

or frontline worker, you are welcome to join. To receive a registration form, please
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email dinoba@cassa.on.ca. Finally, as part of the public education campaign, we are in the midst

of publishing articles on various ethnic newspapers and taking interviews with ethnic radio.

High Priority Communities Strategy for South Markham 

Learn about cervical cancer, its incidence and death rate, and screening prevention. Help us

spread the word about this treatable illness (translations are available in  Bangla, Tamil, Urdu, and

Punjabi)
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The Coalition for Racial Equity in Education

The Coalition for Racial Equity in Education project has recruited parents and youth volunteers

from the YRDSB & DDSB region. We are currently in the stages of training the volunteers and

listening to the experiences that they face regarding Islamophobia within the school. We are also

working closely with parents and youth from TDSB.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact samaha@cassa.on.ca.

#EradicateHate 2.0

We are excited to share with you that we are in the content creation phase of the  #EradicateHate

2.0 Toolkit; Children and Youth Combating Online Hate.

 

We are working with animators, app developers, creatives, and artists to create the results of the

consultation and secondary research to transform content into visuals. Through the development

of the online hate toolkit, app, key messages in infographics, and short animations, we will be

providing further information, activities, quizzes, and resources for children, youth, parents,

teachers, and schools to combat Online Hate. 

 

Stay tuned for more details!

Policies that Perpetuate Systemic Racism 

This community advocacy and engagement project looks closely at 3 Canadian policies: Bill 21,

formerly titled "Barbaric Cultural Practices Act", and Canada Child Benefit. The project is divided
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into four phases: research and analysis, public awareness campaign, media outreach, and

legislative advocacy. Through these phases, the project aims to comprehensively raise awareness

regarding the negative impacts of these policies and bring change from the perspective of the

general public and political representatives. The project is currently concluding its first phase

(secondary research and analysis). The project is starting primary research in collaboration with

the Anti-Hate Leader Group. This includes survey creation and dissemination and collection of

lived experiences of impacted populations. 

 

Stay tuned for more details!

Opportunities
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Breast Cancer Canada
Are you starting to think about spring? The sunshine and warmer temperatures will soon be here

to stay. For many of us, spring translates to more time outdoors.

Mother’s Day is a momentous time of year for Breast Cancer Canada as we rally behind raising

funds for breast cancer research.

You can help us by joining our Virtual Walk-a-Thon. It's super simple. Set up a team or walk on

your own. Get people to pledge or sponsor your movement. Dollars for distance, time, or reps.

mothersdaywalk.ca
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Skills for Change: Advancing Gender Inclusive Growth: Women
in Economy

Every second Tuesday of the month, we host Spotlight Series. A virtual conversation between

cross-sectoral leaders on social justice issues of the day. This month we will

explore "Advancing Gender Inclusive Growth: Women in Economy"

Surranna Sandy (our CEO) will be moderating the discussion with fellow industry leaders such

as Paula Calderon (CEO at Calgary Immigrant Women's Association), Saadia

Muzaffar (Founder of TechGirls Canada and Co-Founder of TechReset) and Nidhi Khanna (Vice

President, Program Operations at Skills for Change)

This is a free event hosted on Zoom.  If you would like to attend or share with others, please

redirect them to: https://SpotlightSeriesMarch14.eventbrite.ca 
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Times Change Women’s Employment Service: Career Planning
Workshop:

 
We spend so much time at our jobs, it's important to find a job that meshes with our values, skills,

and interests. Join our Career Planning Workshop and let your career goals flourish into what

suits your needs!

Sign up here
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Findhelp Information Services: Promote 211 in your Community!

211 is a free and confidential information and referral service that connects people to critical social

and community support.

You can help raise awareness about the 211 services by downloading the 211 Digital Toolkit via

WeTransfer: https://we.tl/t-Ne7fMsKqAM. Toolkit includes key messaging and graphics for social

media and newsletters, information about embedding the 211 widgets on websites, scheduling

211 presentations, ordering materials, and more!

Need help finding community support? Call/text 2-1-1 or visit 211Central.ca to search for services.

211 is available 24/7, 365 days a year, with interpretation in over 150 languages.
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ACADEMIC UPGRADING PROGRAM - DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
FOUNDATIONS

If you are interested in finally learning how to properly use Web Browsers, Zoom Video

Conferencing, Microsoft Word, Excel & Powerpoint, Social Media, Loom Online Video Editing,

Cyber Security, and Web Search Engines, enroll in this course from Academic Upgrading!

 

To apply please click here

Subscribe Past Issues Translate



3/24/23, 3:39 PM CASSA's March 2023 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/cassa/cassas-march-2022-newsletter-6032751 20/26

Don't have a computer? Ask about our student laptop loan program!

Classes begin March 21st and run 10:00 am - 1:00 pm on Tuesdays.

Applications are due March 13th

For more info please contact: info@tccld.org / 647 - 493 - 2462

ACADEMIC UPGRADING PROGRAM
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If you looking for some free adult classes this spring to help improve your reading, writing,

numeracy, digital, and computer skills WHILE engaging with your community, enroll in our

Academic Upgrading Program!

 

Participants learn in small class sizes with fellow students who are preparing to pursue one of five

goal paths: post-secondary, secondary school credit, apprenticeship, employment, or

independence.

Student laptop loans are available.

To apply please visit https://www.tccld.org/programs/academic-upgrading/

Classes start on March 21st and run from 10:00 am - 1:00 pm Tuesday to Thursday.

Applications are due March 13th.

For more info please contact: info@tccld.org / 647 - 493 - 2462
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Food Processing Essential Skills Program

CL&D’s Food Processing Essential Skills Program is offering FREE courses to provide

participants with current training for obtaining employment in the hospitality industry.

Two streams available:

Workplace & Manufacturing Safety – participants will learn the required knowledge for obtaining

employment, with a focus on food industry fundamentals.
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Food Entrepreneurship – participants will learn valuable skills for launching/scaling a food

business, with a focus on food entrepreneurship fundamentals.

Both streams offer the option to complete the Food Handlers Certification for free!

 

Classes run from March 15th - April 5th.

To apply: https://www.tccld.org/fpe

For more info, please contact Hajia: hajia.abubakar@tccld.org | 647 – 494 – 0230
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CASSA's Blogs/Podcasts
Blog Posts:
Bill-M62
In a non-binding proposal on February 1st, the Canadian parliament unanimously approved the

relocation of 10,000 Uyghur Mulsim and other Turkic Muslim refugees from China’s Xinjiang

region to Canada.
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Earthquakes in Turkey and Syria
An earthquake reportedly struck southeast Turkey and Syria on February 6, 2023, with a

magnitude of 7.8. The earthquake was the largest ever to hit Turkey and it affected its neighboring

countries.

In the News
In city built by Mennonites, growing Muslim community connects, finds support
through weekly prayers
When Fezan Hasham kneels on a prayer mat in the gym of a local seniors' centre and closes his

eyes, the newcomer to Canada feels at peace.

Debbie Langston: Her battle against racism started as personal, now it's professional
Langston decided to go back to school to become a child and youth community worker — and

says that decision led her to where she is today.

Closing celebration for Black History Month on Parliament Hill
Draped in vibrant red and gold. Bertillia Christian is dressed up in one of her finest outfits for a

night out on Parliament Hill.

Thousands have arrived in Canada from Turkey, Syria since deadly earthquakes
Canada is prioritizing visas for victims of the devastating earthquakes that hit Turkey and Syria

last month, as hundreds of thousands have been made homeless.

Asylum seekers face hurdles, discrimination as they compete for housing in Montreal
Pedro Fonseca, a 43-year-old asylum seeker from Colombia, says if he doesn’t start receiving

social assistance from the Quebec government soon, he’ll likely become homeless.

Why this International Women’s Day isn’t a simple celebration
More than ever, this International Women’s Day isn’t a simple celebration for me. I find myself

contemplating roadblocks in the bumpy journey toward gender equality and justice.

A month after Turkiye quake, survivors need shelter, sanitation

One month after a powerful quake devastated parts of Turkiye and Syria, hundreds of thousands

of people still need adequate shelter and sanitation.

Survey suggests some Alberta doctors have anti-Indigenous biases
Two University of Calgary researchers weren’t surprised when their survey of Alberta doctors

showed biases against Indigenous patients, but they were shocked by some of the comments.
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How one Ontario child welfare agency is fighting to fix a broken system
At roundtables, kids described brutal conditions. Being stigmatized. Feeling isolated.

Will the gender pay gap ever close? Most Canadian women say yes, but 20% say no
Most working women in Canada say they are not paid enough as gender wage gaps continue,

and 20 per cent say they don’t believe those gaps will ever close, according to a new report.
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