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CASSA Project Updates
REGISTER TODAY: 11th Annual Health Equity Summit 

Register now: https://cassa_annualhealthequitysummit.eventbrite.com 

The Council of Agencies Serving South Asians is pleased to announce that registration is now
open for the 11th Annual Health Equity Summit.  The summit will be held virtually through Zoom

on Thursday, July 14, 2022 at 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 

The Health Equity Summit is a recognizable event that CASSA hosts annually to address health-
related disparities, particularly those that affect South Asian communities and other racialized
communities. This year CASSA hopes to have conversations around community engagement.
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The theme of our summit is Shifting and Sharing Power: Community Engagement for Reducing
Health Inequities.

We are delighted to announce the speaker lineup for CASSA’s 11th Annual Health Equity Summit.
More to be announced. 

Camille Orridge - Wellesley Institute
Jennifer Zelmer - Healthcare Excellence Canada
Safia Ahmed - Rexdale Community Health Centre
Dr. Andrew Pinto - Upstream Lab, St. Michael's Hospital, & University of Toronto Practice-
Based Research Network

Register now: https://cassa_annualhealthequitysummit.eventbrite.com 

Toxic Masculinity and Its Impact on Gender-Based Violence

The Understanding Toxic Masculinity and its impact on Gender-Based Violence and Intimate Partner

Violence in South Asian Communities project is currently in its formative evaluation stage. During this

stage, the team is working on consulting experts and community leaders on best practices when it

comes to research methodology and design for the focus groups that will take place later this year.  If

you are interested in learning more about this project please contact maryam@cassa.on.ca

Hate Crime Reporting Project

Have you, a loved one, or an acquaintance, experienced hate crimes motivated by

discrimination, bias and prejudice based on race/ethnicity, religion, gender, etc.? Have you

thought about reporting this hate incident/crime? Did you know where to go and who to report

to? 

The hate crime reporting project has concluded community consultations and we are now using these

insights to develop training materials and recommendations for police services. We have developed

an Anonymous Hate Crime Reporting Community Tool through which community members can

report their hate crimes, and share their experience with reporting and suggestions on how to improve

the reporting process. 

This is an open call to encourage all community members from Toronto, Peel, York Region and Ottawa

to complete and share this anonymous reporting tool to inform future police reporting services for the

benefit of the broader community. Please click on the hyperlink above or the link below to access the

tool and learn more about it.

https://forms.gle/HNK6xgzfXFs98ppQ7 
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For July, SAVEC is finishing up our animation poetry series and launching our ZINE. Both projects shed

light on the experiences of South Asians this last year as a result of COVID waves and lockdowns.

Animations can be viewed on our social media and the ZINE will be shared on our website. SAVEC’s

approach to vaccine engagement for 2021 was to create timely content on vaccines and translate

educational resources. We are now shifting our focus on hosting peer-to-peer support sessions and

relevant training events. Please get in touch with Wardah Malik, wardah@cassa.on.ca, to request

specific training and webinar topics.

National GBV Research Project
 

The GBV study has reached its final week of analysis. The team has worked hard to study the data we

had collected and produced analyses that are interesting within the Canadian South Asian context as it

pertains to the pandemic and beyond. The coming month will consist of writing a thorough report with all

our analyses within the context of four currently planned themes. These themes are as follows:

awareness, service delivery: gaps and successes, the role of immigration status, and finally, broad

systemic issues. More themes may be added as we proceed. Beyond the report, we are planning to

produce effective media as well as briefs that may be of use to individual relevant sectors.

 

Opportunities
CASSA is looking to fill THREE board vacancies this summer. If you or
someone you know wants to work for a social justice organization that is
growing incredibly fast and making positive systemic changes, please apply
for one of our Board of Director vacancies. Specialization in Human
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Resources, Finance, or Law is an asset! To apply, click here:

https://secure.collage.co/jobs/cassa/31729
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Ontario Trillium Foundation Capital grants

Starting July 6, 2022, eligible organizations can apply for a Capital grant. Capital
funding can help your non-profit address a community need by improving your
facilities and spaces. Whether it’s purchasing equipment, building a new space, or
completing renovations, retrofits or repairs, Capital grants support projects that will
have a positive impact in your community.

Grant application deadline is August 3, 2022, 5 PM. ET

Subscribe Past Issues Translate



2/9/23, 12:53 PM CASSA's July 2022 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/7322b56d1c5f/cassas-june-2022-newsletter-5879859 11/14

Application supports

Attend a webinar to learn more about Capital grants and OTF's eligibility
requirements.  
Book a 15-minute coaching call to discuss your project.
Contact OTF’s Support Centre for general inquiries at otf@otf.ca or 1 800 263-
2887.
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In the News

Canada-bound Afghans left in the dark after two charter flights from Islamabad are
cancelled
 
Afghan evacuees disembark a flight from Afghanistan at RAF Brize Norton on
August 26, 2021. 

What the truck? The ‘freedom convoy’ protesters are heading back to Ottawa

Police take a person into custody as they worked to clear an area on Rideau Street
during a convoy-style protest participants called ‘Rolling Thunder’ in Ottawa in April
2022.

This Canada Day, settler Canadians should think about land back

Two women kayak on a waterway called the sanctuary located on Crown land north
of Bobcaygeon, Ont.

New immigrant service centre opens to help newcomers

Centre for Immigrant and Community Services executive director Alfred Lam speaks
to the audience about growing up in Canada. 
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Why Indian immigrants' 1st names sometimes end up as XXX on Canadian
passports

Western University student Safa Khan's full name is listed in the surname field on
her Canadian passport. The mother of two's first name reads XXX, something she
had no control over and that gives her plenty of issues.

Ethno-racial minorities in Canada have less access to affordable housing than
white people

A new study on Canada’s affordability crisis has found that visible minorities have
less access to affordable housing than whites in Canada.

Peel school board announces new policy following allegations of systemic racism

The Peel District School Board's policy comes two years after it was the subject of
an investigation by a Ministry of Education-appointed third party on allegations of
systemic racism.
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