
Grant Writing Tips

Here are 10 grant writing tips for artists and arts organizations in Toronto, combining general
best practices with insights specific to the local funding landscape:

1. Understand the Grant Requirements
Carefully read the guidelines provided by funding bodies like the Ontario Arts Council or
Toronto Arts Council. Ensure your project aligns with the goals and focus areas outlined
by the grant.

2. Tailor Each Application
Customize each proposal to reflect the specific objectives and criteria of the grant. Avoid
using a one-size-fits-all approach. Answer the question as best as possible.​

3. Present a Clear Artistic Vision
Clearly articulate your project's artistic goals, its potential impact on the community, and
why it matters to the broader cultural landscape.

4. Be Specific About Outcomes
Use concrete details about how the grant will help you achieve your goals. Mention
measurable outcomes such as audience size, community engagement, or project
milestones​.

5. Show Financial Responsibility
Provide a detailed, realistic budget that demonstrates how the funds will be used.
Funders want to see responsible financial planning.​

6. Highlight Past Successes
Showcase previous successful projects or collaborations, emphasizing any community
impact or recognition your work has received​.

7. Get Letters of Support
Including letters of support from collaborators, local organizations, or community leaders
can strengthen your proposal by showing broader backing.

8. Demonstrate Community Engagement
Funders value projects that engage the local community. Highlight any plans for
workshops, public exhibitions, or community events.

9. Proofread and Refine
Make sure your proposal is free of errors. Have colleagues review it for clarity, ensuring
that your artistic vision is communicated effectively.

10. Submit Early
Avoid last-minute submissions. Completing your application early allows time to review it
and ensures you meet any technical submission requirements.
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